Sen. Kennedy 
Faces Charge 


EDGARTOWN, Mass. (AP>- 
A complaint charging Sen. Ed- 
ward M. Kennedy with leaving 
the scene of an accident will be 
sought as the result of an auto 
wreck in which a woman died, 
police said Sunday. 

The victim. Miss Mary Jo Ko- 
pechne, 28, of Washington, D.C., 
former secretary to the late 
Sen. Robert F. Kennedy, D. 
N.Y., was riding in a car that 
skidded off a narrow bridge and 
into a pond on Chappaquiddick 
Island. Kennedy Was driving. 
He reportedly escaped with 
what apparently was only a 
mild concussion. 

The accident happened be- 
tween 11 p.m. Friday and 1 a.m. 
Saturday, but went unreported 
until 10 a.m. Saturday. 

“I am firmly convinced there 
was no negligence involved,” 
police chief Dominic J. Arena 
told newsmen Sunday. “But the 
matter of the time period after 
the accident— there is, in my 
opinion, a violation concerning 
going from the scene, leaving 
the scene.” 

Arena said he would seek a 
formal complaint Monday in 
Edgartown District Court. He 
said Kennedy would have 24 
hours in which to request a 
hearing. If no such request is 
forthcoming, Arena said, a sum- 
mons will be issued automati- 
cally. 

j Under Massachusetts law, 
persons convicted of leaving the 
scene of an accident in which 
personal injury has been sus- 
tained may be imprisoned for 
from two months to two years. 

Kennedy remained in seclu- 
sion Sunday- at the family com- 
pound in Hyannis Port, on Cape 
Cod, and issued no statement. 
His wife Joan was believed With 
him. 

The New York Times quoted a 
physician as saying the 37-year- 
old Massachusetts Democrat 
sustained a mild concussion in 
the accident, but had been given 
a sedative and was resting com- 
fortably The physician. Dr. Rob- 
ert D. Watt erf Hyannis Port, 
was quoted further as saying he 
would be seeing Kennedy again. 

Dr. Watt was not available for 
comment Sunday. 

Kennedy was here Friday for 


the annual regatta of the Edgar, 
town Yacht Club, an event ir 
which he and his late brother 
had taken part for years. 

He reportedly Went to Chap- 
; paquiddick Island Friday night 
| for a late dinner With several 
| friends and political associates, 
i It was after this dinner that the 
accident occurred. Chappaquid- 
dick Island is just to the east of 
the resort island of Martha’s 
Vineyard, and is separated from 
the Vineyard by a narrow chan- 
nel and harbor. 

Kennedy said in a police 
statement that the mishap took 
place as he was driving Miss 
! Kopechne to catch a ferry to re- 
I turn to the Vineyard. 


The last ferry between the 
two islands was scheduled at 1 

The car skidded over the side 
erf the bridge, which is only 
about 11 feet wide and has no 
rails, and landed bottom-up in 
eight feet of water. 

Kennedy said he was dazed by 
the accident and in a state of 
shock. He said he could not re- 
call how he escaped. But he said 
he remembered diving several 
times in an effort to locate Miss 
Kopechne. Her body was found 
by a scuba diver later Saturday 
in the auto’s rear seat, aid a 
medical examiner said the 
cause of death was accidental 
drowning. 

Exhausted, Kennedy said, he 
walked the quarter-mile to die 
I home where the dinner party 
had been held and climbed into 
the rear seat of a car parked 
outside. 

“I then asked someone to 
bring roe back to Edgartown,” 
he said. “I remember walking 
i around for a period of time and 
then going back to my hotel 
room. When I fully realized 
What had happened this morn- 
ing I immediately went to the 
police.” 

Kennedy was registered at the 
Schiretown Inn in Edgartown. It 
was not immediately clear how 
the senator returned to Edgar- 
town. 



